“Received: 2025/10/13 | Accepted: 2025/11/06 | Available Online: 2026/02/07”

Newly Discovered Aspects of the Mystical, Literary, and
Artistic Life of Abd al-Rahim Khalwati

Ramazanali Izanloo

Head of the Department of Comparative Studies of Islam and Religions, Imam Reza International Research
Institute. (Corresponding author)!

Ali Ashraf Emami

Associate Professor, Department of Comparative Religions and Mysticism, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad?

Abstract

bd al-Rahim Khalwati (d. 1455 A.D, Tabriz) was among the distinguished but little-known mystics,

poets, and calligraphers of the 15th century A.D. Although scattered references to his biography,

works, and mystical, literary, and artistic persona appear sporadically in certain classical sources,
no comprehensive study has thus far been undertaken. This article therefore seeks to bring this overlooked
figure from obscurity into visibility. By consulting primary sources, manuscript catalogues, online
codicological databases, and through direct examination of Khalwati’s extant manuscripts, the study
identifies newly discovered materials and reveals previously unnoted dimensions of his life, writings, and
intellectual contributions as an interpreter of Ibn Arabi’s school. The present research aims to provide
updated, precise, and comprehensive information on this influential figure, adding new insights to earlier
findings, shedding light on ambiguities, and correcting certain misconceptions. Among the innovations of
this study are the identification of Khalwati’s indebtedness to the thought of Ibn Arabi and the Hurufiyya,
his Shi'i inclinations, the recognition of his manuscript works, and the delineation of his literary and artistic
position. The article first introduces the newly located sources and references, and subsequently presents
the fresh data and findings derived from them in three domains: mysticism, poetry, and calligraphy.
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