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Abstract
ccess to the surviving manuscripts of an author’s works and the systematic compilation of
codicological data in the form of a personal catalogue provide the foundation for a rigorous critical
edition of his oeuvre. In this context, the present study seeks to prepare the ground for a scholarly
edition of Jalal al-Din Dawani’s unpublished Persian treatises through the identification and cataloguing of
their manuscripts. Employing a comparative method, the research surveyed manuscript catalogues from at
least one thousand libraries and examined several hundred manuscript images, thereby identifying copies
of Dawani’s Persian treatises dating from the 15th to the 20th centuries A.D across Iran and beyond.
The investigation proceeded in two complementary stages. First, bibliographical and codicological data on
Dawani’s Persian works were extracted and organized from manuscript catalogues—country by country,
city by city, and library by library—in order to establish the corpus of his handwritten works. Second, by
consulting images of numerous manuscripts, the codicological information was refined or corrected, and
bibliographical ambiguities and contradictions were resolved through direct examination.
The findings reveal at least sixty-eight manuscripts of seven unpublished Persian treatises by Dawani
preserved worldwide. While thirty of these had previously been listed in the Union Catalogue of Manuscripts
of Iran (Fankha), the identification of thirty-eight additional copies now enables the preparation of a critical
edition based on historical, comparative, and textual codicology. The seven unpublished treatises and the
number of extant manuscripts identified for each are as follows:

1. Tohfe-ye Rohani — fifty-two manuscripts

2. Noqoush-e Ka’batain Nard— six manuscripts

3. Gohar-e Iman — four manuscripts

4. Elm va Eradeye Elahi — two manuscripts

5. Arouz-e Manzoum — two manuscripts

6. Emtena’ al-Hekam ala al-Ma'ni al-Harfi— one unique manuscript
7.]abr va Ekhtiyar — one unique manuscript

Keywords: analytical catalogue, Persian treatises, bibliography, codicology, Union Catalogue of
Manuscripts of Iran (Fankha).
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