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Identifying the types of flowers in lacquer book paintings

of flowers and birds from the Safavid to Qajar periods
According to the volume of the Qurans in the library of Astan
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Abstract

lowers are a symbol of beauty, and lacquer covers provide the perfect medium to showcase this
Fbeauty. In this study, the types of flowers painted in lacquer covers of flowers and birds from the

Safavid to Qajar periods have been analyzed based on the images of the covers of handwritten Qurans
available in the collection of the Astane Qudse Razavi Library. The aim of this research is to identify and
introduce the types of flowers that artists have used in lacquer painting. No research has been done so far
in the field of flower typology in lacquer paintings, and the analysis of ancient artifacts is the only source of
our research. The present research was conducted by observing 700 images of flowers, birds, and plants on
the lacquer covers of the Quran manuscripts and comparing them with examples found in nature using a
descriptive-analytical approach. The results of the research show that specific types of flowers and shrubs
were used and designed in lacquer works by painters from the Safavid to Qajar periods. As a result, 26
species of flowers used in the lacquer covers of the handwritten Qurans of the Quds Provincial Library
were identified, and the flowers were classified into large, medium, and small flowers based on size, and
the leaves were classified into plane, simple, convolute, dagger, and sword-shaped according to shape, and
the petals were classified into two groups: sparse and abundant.
Keywords: Flowers and birds, Iranian painting, Flowers identification, the Quran Manuscripts, Astane
Qudse Razavi Library
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