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Abstract
urpose: Zahir Faryabi, one of the greatest poets of Iran in the 12th century A.D, occupies a prominent
place in Persian literary history. This study undertakes a comparative examination of the printed
edition of his Divan edited by Amir Hasan Yazdgerdi and the manuscript No. 11977 preserved in the
Astane Qudes Razavi Library, which—according to internal textual evidence—was transcribed during the
poet’s lifetime.
The research highlights the codicological features of the manuscript, reveals lexical differences and
deficiencies in the printed edition, and critically evaluates its footnotes, which proved unnecessary given
the accessibility of older manuscripts worldwide. The exceptional value of manuscript No. 11977 is
demonstrated by its antiquity, fidelity, and unaltered preservation of the original text, distinguishing it
from other extant copies.
This study addresses three central questions: (1) Whatare the codicological characteristics of the manuscript
Divan of Zahir? (2) Why have the multiple printed editions of his Divan failed to attract scholarly attention?
(3) Whatlexical errors are found in the printed text?
Methodology: Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the article examines the codicological features
of the ancient manuscript and investigates distortions and editorial alterations that entered the printed
text.
Findings and Results: The comparison between the oldest manuscript and the most recent printed edition
exposes textual inaccuracies in the latter. It is noteworthy that all printed editions of Zahir’s Divan have
thus far remained outside the horizon of literary scholarship due to negligence in selecting a reliable base
manuscript, editorial haste, and lack of a rigorous critical method. The study further demonstrates that
manuscript No. 11977, owing to its more accurate lexical choices and unique vocabulary, is among the most
authoritative copies of the Divan. This conclusion is reinforced by cross-references to reliable sources such
as Lubab al-Albab, Nuzhat al-Majales, and Nafsat al-Masdour. Consequently, a revised critical edition based
on this ancient and authentic manuscript is deemed essential.

Keywords: Zahir Faryabi, Divan of Zahir, manuscript of Zahir’s Divan No. 11977, manuscript center of
Astane Gudse Razavi
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